Dear ¥Mr Wilsen:

I read, with seme consternatiej, an aceeunt ef the founding
of the Kroekedilaes in the eurrent H,P,C, "Gazette", It wa=s abeut as
accurate as an histerical treatis=e purperting te reveal the origins ef
the United States eof America, whleﬁkeggrted by saying: "Tem Jeffersen,
Geerge Washingtom, Ber Franklin and Tem Paine were sitting areunrnd the
spinet eme night after a reusing game of darts, '"See here; beys," said
Geerge, '"we've get te ceme up with a name fer this here fledgling repub-
lic of ours befere seme scoundrel em the- ether side hangs a menickeér
en us like 'New U.K.', or 'Overseas i'est Riding ef Verk'! At that moment,
his eye happened te light upen a flattering pertrait, (them much in vegue),
of Christepher Celumbuses' mether<in-iaw, Sn»a, Ameriga Vespueei, Quick
28 a Minuteman, he blurted ik eut: "Americal!" There ensued seme discussien,
Tem (J,) wanted te call it lMentieelle, while Ben held eut fer Steve, eor
next-best, Bifecaland., Geerge wen the day, yeu will be glad te knew.

Lest this little stery be lest en yeu, may it be known that
I founded the {rokedilaes, and nameAtuem. In ne way did this eecur
because a bumch ef the beys were needling eut a tume in the Pudding bar
when ene ef them leeked up and realized that he was being stared at by
a stuffed erecadile,

When I was in the navy in 19#4, I met a sailer whe had gene
te Yale, and whe was an excellent tener, He had a coepy of the Yale Seng
Beek with him, and, enlisting the help of twe ether sailers, we =tarted
a quartet which enjeyed seme success, Whem we came back frem the navy,
and te eur respective Universities, we cogtinued our frieniship. One
time I went dewn te NewwHaven, and there dimed fer the first bmt by
ne meams last time at Mery's, The Whaffenpoefs were there, enjeying
their regular Menday night sessien eof dining, singing, and sleshing
dewn the delectable and petent "Green Cup"., I was asteunded at the
high quality ef their singing, and became a regular fam and semething
ef a Harvard mascet te the Whiffs, Frem them, I learned a great deal
abeut singing, and alse hew difficult it weuld be te start a group at
Harvard, which had little er ne traditien ef small group singing, and
ne trained tzlent, Yale en the other hand had a vast"farm slub" system,
There were something like 12 undergraduate singing groups in these days,
all feeding inte the Whiffs, which toek the cream of the crep in senier
year. Thus the Whiffenpoofs had clese te a hnmdred youmg men te choose
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frem, net te mention ethers in the enermeusly prefessienzl and pelished

Yale Glee Club., They alse lad the help and encouragement eof Marshall
Barthalemew, the brilliant directer ef the Glee Club,

Nething daunted, I set eut te start semething at Harvard, I en-
listed my reoemmate, Arthur B, Nichels, '48, and Francis Cabet, and
David Biddle, '49, Frank and David had surng in a quartet at Gretenm,
and beth had excellent beices, Art and I had beem in an ectet at
Miltem, and were experiinced, We msang and rehearsed as a quartet
for a year, mestly fer eur own pleasure., The next yea{%y? enlisted
four mere men, a musical directer, and therm four mere, We decided
te go inte the Pudding shew,(which in these days was a very elaberate
affair with an extended itinerary, a rented train, a prefessienal

erchestra and direeter amd chereegrapher), en masse, and we made

up the bulk ef the cherus, Ve decided, alse that we must have a
name, Sinee'wo felt that te guarantee our success we must beceme
& permanent adjumet of the H.P.C.; we sheuld have a name that re-
flected seme aspect of the Club, The secretary er treasurer, I
can't remember which, ef the Club used te be called: "Krekediles"
in dim, derk classical days, se I picked that, and it was unanimeusly
accepted by the rest of the greup. ‘

Ir these days, the University thought that we were seme & kind
of subversive greup. Neme ef us were im the Glaée Club, which made
us musically "infra dig", and we had a healthy sprinkling ef Cabets,
Ledges, Lethreps, Biddles and Paines, net te mentien the faect that
every member was in beth the Pudding and a final elub which made us
appear te be snebbish, which wasmn't really true: in these days the
enly place that we eould recruit exporieneugtalont was frem the ranks
of prep-scheel beys whe had dene some training in scheel ectets,
At any rate, University Hall gave us shert shrift, Ve weren't receg-
nized as a legitimate entity, and the University in ne way put our
talents to use., Imagine my surprise and delight then, te learn
from my father, Carl Binmger, '10, that at his 60th reunien dinner
last year at the Gardner Museum, it wam the Kreks whe provided the
evening's entertainment, Imagine, aise, my dismay, when my mether
had te tell the head Krek hew his erganizatien came te be founded,
snd by when,

Seme enterprising member should fimd out whe all the Kroks
were, where they live, and perhaps get together a little beek with
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all the facts therein. T can certainly help you with the names of these
members whe were in the group durpfing my undergraduate years, I:t'_\gfx}"~ 2 \
de have a reunien this autumn, it would, I am sure you will agreenAte ‘ 1
overleek anyyef those doughty souls whe struggled so hard during its
painful fermative years te make the Krokedilees a permanent imstitutien.
I loek ferward te hearing from you re the abeve, and shall perhaps have
the chance te get te the Pudding celebratien en Nevember 13th, where I
will have a chance te hear the beys in actien,

very sincerely

Z)Guﬁx(‘ 13£AJ%§S’/
David G, Binger

Chestnut Ridge Read
Mt, Kisce, N,Y.
10549



