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Dedication

Jeffrey D. Gutcheon

Jeff Gutcheon began arranging for the Kroks when he moved to Cambridge in 1962 to study architecture 
at MIT, following college at Amherst where he arranged for the Zumbyes. By the time I joined the Kroks in
1964, six of his arrangements were on the latest Krok album, The Walls Came Tumblin’ Down, including
the title song Joshua, The Lady is a Tramp, What’s New, Molly Malone, I Got Rhythm, and the iconic
House of Blue Lights.    

From 1964 to 1966 Jeff arranged three more songs, Wee Small Hours, Mountain Greenery, and I Can’t Give
You Anything But Love. For a typical arranging session, Jeff would ride his motorcycle over from MIT, come
in the back door of the Hasty Pudding auditorium, set his motorcycle helmet on the piano, and start teach-
ing us the latest arrangement. Nothing was written down. In each session he would teach us about eight bars
of music, note by note, part by part, until we had it. In the next session he would add another section of
music, Jeff sometimes revising the earlier parts, and so on until the song was complete. We never knew what
was coming next and it was fascinating to watch Jeff ’s creativity in action.  

Jeff ’s arrangements took the Kroks to a completely new level of sound that typically combined a percussive
base line (“B-doom, doom, doom…”) with lush five and six part harmonies that challenged our harmonic
skills and vocal ranges. These inventive musical numbers also contained wonderful parody and humor that
delighted us and our audiences. We Kroks of the ‘60’s will always be grateful to Jeff for the one thing that
made us stand out from other vocal groups, The Gutcheon Sound! 

Jack Kennedy, K ’64-7

The Walls Come Tumblin’ Down - 1964

Back to Bombay - 1966
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Gutcheon Songbook prepared for the 70th reunion, March 2016, by Steve Dostart K '84-5 
using the generous donations of the men who sang with Jeff!
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Additional Edits by
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